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Laura Flores
Chair, Chicago Plan Commission

Chairman Flores,

| am writing to express support for the proposed Planned Development (PD) submitted by EPIC
Academy. The proposal includes the rezoning of the site from RS-3 to RM-5 prior to establishing the

PD, the subsequent renovation of an existing four-story building and the construction of four-story
expansion building.

As Alderman of the 7th Ward, and a 7th Ward resident for over 50 years, it has always been my belief
that community is built from collective effort towards the common goal. One such goal is providing 7th
Ward youth and their families with safe high-quality schools that will help them reach their full potential
and open the door to future successes. My education played an enormous role in shaping who | am
today, and | am determined to provide a similarly enriching experience for the diverse students across
Chicago’s 7th Ward.

As it stands, the existing building (former CPS elementary school) hinders growth: it facks music rooms
to nurture the next prodigy and their creativity; a gymnasium to form healthy lifestyle habits and
develop a healthy sense of competition; a fully-equipped cafeteria to consume nutrient rich foods;
ample space for teachers to have their own classroom and build trusting relationships with their
students; and outdoor convening spaces to take necessary brain breaks and curb burnout for students
and staff. We know our limitations stem from students’ ability to try new things, expand their horizons,
and access the tools and technology needed to excel in a 21st century environment.

As we navigate the pandemic’s debilitating impact, this transformation will re-energize and reinspire
EPIC students to continue pursuing excellence and believe that they have a future they can create.
Cur growth will be a source of community pride and enable EPIC to welcome residents in for events,
art performances, and more. It will be a hub of innovation to meet the needs of future generations and
a global society.

With a 100% college acceptance rate and an 81% college enroliment rate, EPIC Academy is an
incredible example of the impact that an excellent public school can have on students and families. |
am excited by EPIC Academy’s planned transformation and the positive impact it will have on my
ward's future.

Sincerely,




To the City of Chicago Planned Commission

Here at EPIC Academy, our inclusive, supportive, and engaging learning environment empowers our
students to become effective communicators, critical thinkers, and positive stewards in the South Side
community we serve. While narratives of crime and violence often overshadow positive stories of hope,
courage, and aspiration in our area, the EPIC Academy community believes in family values, the strength
of unity, and utilizing community resources to support residents.

Our 100% college acceptance rate is evidence that this approach works. However, our students’ potential
is currently being limited by a lack of space and access to resources. After all they have overcome during
the pandemic, and with an eye to the future, now is the time to give EPIC Academy students what they
truly deserve: a state-of-the-art facility that will enable them to succeed in this 21st century learning
environment and beyond.

The EPIC Academy expansion will allow us to provide our EPIC community — teachers, staff, students,
and their families — with the spaces and resources they need to explore all that education has to offer,
including: our first-ever library, a performing arts and media center, a greenhouse for education in plant
biology and urban agriculture, a fully-equipped kitchen and cafeteria, science labs, larger classrooms
capable of accommodating group learning and diverse learning needs, and the list goes on. Expanding our
students’ horizons will help them develop with the skills, insights, and perspectives they need to thrive in
this next chapter.

We write this letter in strong support of EPIC Academy’s proposed expansion. We hope that the Chicago
Planned Commission sees the merit in this proposal and how much our students deserve everything that

this expansion will provide them.

Signed,
EPIC Academy Board Chair (and on behalf of members)

Andrew Annacone
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ILLINOIS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

DISTEICT OFFICE SPRINGFIELD OFFICE:
1303 E. 3P STREET 4.3 STRATTON OFFICE BUILDING
CHICAGO, TLLINCAS #0615 SPRINGFIELD, ILLIMNCHS 62706
{T73) 363-HE T (21 7y THZ-E12]

CURTIS J. TARVER II
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
25™ DISTRICT

April 12,2023

Laura Flores, Chair

City of Chicago, Plan Commission
121 North LaSalle Street

Chicago, IL 60602

Andre Brumfield, Vice- Chair
City of Chicago, Plan Commission
121 North LaSalle Street

Chicago, IL 60602

I am writing to express support for EPIC Academy’s proposed expansion to a new building located within
the Illinois House of Representatives 25th district.

As a father, and representative for this district for the last four years, it has always been my belief that

a community is built from collective effort towards the common goal. One such goal is providing the youth
and their families of the 25th District with safe high-quality schools that will help them reach their full
potential and spur economic development for statewide impact. My education played a pivotal role in shaping
who I am today, and I am determined to provide a similarly enriching experience for the diverse students
across Chicago’s southeast region.

This project is beyond a new school building. It will transform EPIC Academy from a single-site school to a
regional institution that encourages families to relocate here, and businesses to revitalize the local ecosystem.
As it stands, the existing building hinders this growth: it lacks music rooms to nurture the next prodigy and
their creativity; a gymnasium to form healthy lifestyle habits and develop a healthy sense of competition; a
fully-equipped cafeteria to consume nutrient rich foods; ample space for teachers to have their own
classroom and build trusting relationships with their students; and outdoor convening spaces to take
necessary brain breaks and curb burnout for students and staff. We know our limitations stem students’
ability to try new things, expand their horizons, and access the tools and technology needed to excel in a 21st
century environment.

As we navigate the pandemic’s debilitating impact, this transformation will re-energize and reinspire EPIC
students to continue pursuing excellence and believe that they have a future they can create. Our growth will
be a source of community pride and enable EPIC to welcome in residents for events, art performances, and
more. It will be a hub of innovation to meet the needs of future generations within our global society.

SOYBEAN INKS

For access to Illinois General Assembly information including legislation - www.ilga.state.il.us



This is a project I stand by: | maintain regular communication with the EPIC leadership and receive critical
project progress updates. I have seen their plans and trust the vision. I am confident that EPIC Academy will
be key to the revitalization of this community.

With a 100% college acceptance rate and an 81% college enrollment rate, EPIC Academy is an incredible
example of the impact that an excellent public school can have on students and families. It will serve as an
exemplar model for schools across the city.

I am excited by EPIC Academy’s planned transformation and the positive impact it will have on my district’s

future.

Respectfully,

il

Curtis J. Tarver II
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